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Welcome! 
Olympians for People-Oriented Places (O-POP) invites you 
to join us for a month-long exploration and celebration of 
design. 

Through six events and a Gallery of Architecture, we will look  
to the ways good design enlivens our community, enhances  
its unique qualities, and makes Olympia a more people- 
oriented place. 

Olympia Design Month invites you to:
• Look anew at buildings, streets, and neighborhoods.  

We hope you’ll gain insights into the ways design  
addresses so much more than just superficialities.

• Peer into the future and see how great design responds  
to current methods, incorporates modern materials,  
and addresses emerging needs and urgent problems.

• Explore how design works in tandem with the policies  
and processes that guide our City’s evolution.

Great design can help steer us toward the best possible  
outcomes. It is not magic, but it is happening all the time  
and impacts people and communities for years – decades.  
It needs to be responsible. It needs to be great. We need  
to expect a lot more.

Our goal for Olympia Design Month is to build a constituency  
for good design through education and celebration. It’s our 
hope that these events will help will do just that.

Olympia Design Month organizers,

Jami Heinricher, Janae Huber, Jim Burlingame,  
Holly Gadbaw, Kathy McCormick, Jessicarae Nuñez,  
Ruben Nuñez, Meg O’Leary, Virginia Sorrells,  
and Jason Taellious



MANY THANKS TO  

3P Transportation Services
Artisans Group

Drees
Futurewise

Teri Haglund, residential agent for The Rants Group
Jami Heinricher

Janae Huber and Oliver Stormshak
Olympia Master Builders

Marianne and Ken Partlow
SCJ Alliance

Holly and Jim Gadbaw
Kathy and Mike McCormick

Kris Tucker



Opening Reception  
& Film Urbanized
How do cities around the world create human- 
scale, resilient, and beautiful  communities?  
Join us for our opening reception and watch the 
film Urbanized. There wil be drinks in Capitol  
Theater’s no-host mezzanine bar, with appetizers 
by Mercato Ristorante from 6 pm - 7 pm.

Panel: How Buildings Happen
Walk through the complexities of development 
with the teams who make  buildings happen. 
Moderated by Ron Thomas of Thomas  
Architecture Studios. 
PANELISTS: 
Leonard Bauer, City of Olympia
Matt DeBord, Timberland Bank
Zach Kosturos, Prime Locations
Ginger Segel, Community Frameworks
Todd Tovani, Tovani - Hart Architecture Studio

Presentation: Elements of Design
Join Olympia designers Ruben and Jessicarae 
Nuñez in a conversation  about the broad strokes 
and details that make architecture elicit our 
emotions.

Workshop: Perspective
Investigate design through a personal lens. This 
session begins indoors and  concludes with a 
photography and walking tour of our downtown 
Olympia structures. Pre-registration is required. 
Email Jessicarae Nuñez at jessicaraenunez@live.
com.

FRI
MAY 3

6 pm Reception
7 pm Show

Capitol Theater 

WED
 MAY 8

7 pm
First Christian 

Church,
Koinonia Hall

FRI
 MAY 10

7 pm
Browsers Bookshop

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SAT
MAY 11

1– 3 pm 
KMB Architects



Entire
Month

Downtown
Olympia

Downtown Gallery  
of Architecture
During the month of May, over 100 down-
town buildings from every era and various 
styles of architecture have poster ‘labels’ of-
fering available information on the year built, 
the architect if known, a bit of interesting 
history, and some notes on the architectural 
style and construction methods and materi-
als. In this way, downtown Olympia becomes 
a ‘gallery of architecture’. We have chosen 
buildings from the ordinary to the exalted, so 
Olympians can learn about how architec-
tural design creates the visual landscape so 
familiar to us.
  
This booklet contains a map and entries  
for 26 selected listings of the over 100  
buildings that will be labeled for Olympia 
Design Month.

Panel: Design for Living
This panel on residential design and neighbor-
hood texture will discuss key  design factors that 
influence our experience of neighborhoods.
PANELISTS: 
Thera Black, SCJ Alliance
Roussa Cassel, Artisans Group
Michelle Sadlier, Cardno
Chris van Daalen, Northwest EcoBuilding Guild

Closing Reception &  
Envisioning Architecture
Join us for our closing reception followed by 
Olympia architects Tessa Smith  (Artisans Group), 
Garner Miller (MSGS Architects), Ruben Nuñez 
(KMB Architects),  and Tom Rieger (Thomas 
Architecture Studios) as they present the archi-
tecture  and design that influences their work 
and vision for Olympia. Reception catered by 
Ninevah Assyrian with non-alcoholic beverages 
by Dillinger’s. 

WED
MAY 15

7 pm 
Temple Beth

Hatfiloh

FRI
MAY 17

7 pm Reception
8 pm Presentation 
Olympia Ballroom



Northwest Green Home Tour
O-POP is collaborating with the Northwest Eco-
Building Guild to highlight design and construction 
methods that make your existing or new home more 
eco-friendly. This year’s Green Home Tour will also fea-
ture higher density and “missing middle” housing to 
deepen understanding about how home placement 
impacts the environment.

Design for a Great Public Place
In 2010, Percival Landing won the prestigious Great 
Places in America Award from the American Plan-
ning Association – at the very moment it was torn up 
for reconstruction. Get the details on that story and 
more! Join City staff for an all-encompassing walking 
tour of Percival Landing, learning  how environmental 
restoration, important vistas, public art, accessibility 
for all, and waterfront access all come together in 
this nationally recognized, locally beloved community 
gem.

Film: Coast Modern 
Traveling along the Pacific North West coastline from 
LA to Vancouver, the film showcases the pioneers of 
West Coast Modernist Architecture, and the homes 
that have become their legacies. Mayor Selby will 
make a Heritage Awards presentation, and they will 
feature a screening of amazing historic film footage 
of Olympia. FREE ADMISSION! Brought by Olympia 
Heritage Commission in partnership with Olympia  
Film Society.

Browsers Bookshop 
Visit locally-owned Browsers Bookshop for a selection 
of design-related books. And check out their Olympia 
Design Month-themed window display. 

Timberland Regional Library 
In honor of Design Month, TRL’s Olympia Branch will 
showcase its vast array of design-related resources, 
including books, online learning materials, and film 
selections from Kanopy, its video streaming service.  
All of these resources are free to TRL card holders.

SAT
MAY 4

11 am – 5 pm
Starts at West  
Central Park

Corner of  
Harrison & Division

THU
MAY 17

Capitol Theater 
6:30 pm doors / 

7 pm show

All Month
313 8th Ave SE

All Month
107 Capitol Way N

SUN 
MAY 5

11 am
Harbor House

Percival Landing

Affiliate Events



DOWNTOWN
GALLERY OF

ARCHITECTURE
GUIDEBOOK

COMPLETE LISTING  
ON GOOGLE MAPS:

https://bit.ly/2LcplYD

For the month of May, we present  
a virtual gallery of architecture  

in dowtown Olympia highlighting  
the history and architectural features  
of a selection of downtown buildings. 

From among over 100 buildings in  
our gallery, we’d like to highlight  

a portion in this guidebook.

We encourage you to use this  
guidebook to take yourself on a  
tour of downtown Olympia with  

an eye toward architecture!
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Downtown Gallery 
Selected Buildings
NORTHWEST QUADRANT
1 Weidner Rummy Club / Ben 

Moore’s
2 Olympic Block / Mottman
 Building
3 Van Epps Building
4 Olympia Hardware Company

NORTHEAST QUADRANT
5 Chambers Block
6 The Spar
7 Boardman Building
8 State Theater
9 Rockway-Leland Building
10 The Daily Olympian Building

SOUTHWEST QUADRANT 
11 Seattle First National Bank
12 Olympia Federal Savings & Loan
13 American Legion Hall - Olympia
14 Elks Building
15 Evergreen Plaza

SOUTHEAST QUADRANT
16 Capitol National Bank
17 Security Building
18 Cunningham’s
19 Olympia National Bank
20 Martin Building
21 Capitol Theater
22 Capital Savings and Loan
 Association
23 Walker Building
24 North Coast Lines Depot
25 Thurston County Courthouse /
 Washington State Capitol
 Building
26 Olympia Carnegie Library
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NORTHWEST QUADRANT
Weidner Rummy Club / Ben Moore’s  
112-116 West 4th Ave 

Architect: Joseph Wohleb, 1929
The distinctive tile-roofed structure was built in 1927 for former 
Aberdeen brewery manager, and tavern owner, O. M. Weidner. 
In the building Weidner’s brother Ernest ran a card room called 
the “Rummy Club”. Another important early tennant was one 
of the cities first Chinese restaurants called the “Nankin Cafe” 
operated by Charles Kay. 

The one-story structure has little architectural detailing apart from 
its roof tiled parapet wall on the front (south) facade and distinc-
tive set of six cast stone medallions. Originally, these medallions 
held heavy iron chains which supported a full-width flat canopy 
above the sidewalk. The building is one of the few structures in 
the downtown which retains its original transom light windows. 
 

Olympic Block / Mottman Building
Tenant: Belleza Ropa  

101 North Capitol Way
1884 / 1911
Originally two stories high, the Olympic Block/ Mottman Building 
was designed to be the home of a general store run by Ferdi-
nand Toklas and Gallewski Kaufman. In the early 1890s, the store 
was sold to George Mottman who added a third story in 1911, 
and installed the first elevator in Olympia. The brick building was 
badly damaged during the 1949 earthquake, and as a result, 
the exterior was clad in stucco.  However much of the character 
of the 1880’s building remains, such as the tall, one-over one 
double hung windows and the bracketed, pressed tin cornice. 

Van Epps Building
Tenant: Browsers Bookshop 

107 Capitol Way N 
1895 
This is a false-front, one-story commercial structure with a dec-
orative brickwork top facade of frame construction faced with 
brick. The building was built with a cast-iron frame with a flat roof 
and has a newer mosaic tile kickplate. A row of clerestory win-
dows are above the storefront. A flat canopy with a decorative 
fascia is attached by chains across the front facade. The build-
ing has two newer metal-framed glass storefronts with a recessed 
center entry. The main entry door is a newer commercial metal 
entry door with metal framed sidelights. The interior retains its two 
historic large pyramidal skylights which light the interior. 
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Olympia Hardware Company
Tenant: Fosbre Academy and Salon  

109 Capitol Way N
1884/1940
Completed at the height of Olympia’s second building boom 
(which replaced many wooden falsefront building), this building 
demonstrates the use of cast iron as both a structural and deco-
rative building component. It was built by Charles Williams, who’s 
Olympia Hardware Company occupied the southern half of the 
building. The deep recessed entries are typical of the era and 
allowed the retail spaces to have display areas. The three cast 
iron pilasters which separate the two storefronts originally support 
and complex multi-layered pressed tin cornice.

Most of the decorative features of the original construction were 
hidden for many years by a layer of stucco when the building 
served as home to Kay’s Chop Suey, one of the city’s foremost 
Chinese eateries. They occupied the space from l94l to l977.

NORTHEAST QUADRANT
Chambers Block
Tenant: Sherburne Antiques 

100 4th Ave E 
Architect: John G. Proctor, 1886
Originally one of the most decorative of the early downtown 
business blocks, the Chambers Block lost much of its ornamenta-
tion as a result of the 1949 earthquake. Tacoma architect John 
G. Proctor had designed the grand Italianate style building for 
prominent businessman and Olympia mayor A. H. Chambers. He 
owned the Chambers Packing Company which began in 1870 
and was located in the area of the South Capitol Neighborhood. 

Newspaper articles of the time recount the pride and workman-
ship of the building. Stone for the foundation came from Mud 
Bay and brickwork was completed by Patnude & Bleuvelt, local 
brick manufacturers and masons. 

This elongated two-story brick masonry structure has a flat roof 
and is faced with concrete. The west and south facades have 
cast iron columns which imitate rusticated stone and have ped-
imented capitals. The second story has engaged pilasters and 
a cornice panel. Tall, narrow double-hung sash windows on the 
second story are topped by recessed panels. Clerestory windows 
are above the storefronts on the west and south sides. The west 
facade has had the storefronts filled in with concrete block on 
the first floor. On the second floor, two replacement bay windows 
flank a center window with a sunburst design. Storefronts on the 
south side have been altered and have newer plate glass store-
fronts and metal framed glass doors. Some storefronts are faced 
with carrara glass. Details by the Olympia Foundry Co.
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The Spar 
114 4th Ave E 

Architect: Joseph Wohleb, 1935
The Spar was built at the site of the Oxford Saloon. Wohleb 
designed the building for Hayden and Serruys. The restaurant 
has long been an Olympia landmark and has been celebrated 
regionally and nationally for its period decor and cuisine. The 
interior of the restaurant is particularly notable for its original 
neon, back bar, stools, covered ceiling, hanging lamps and 
other appointments. The interior of the building was substantially 
remodeled when purchased by McMenamin’s, though preserv-
ing many historical features. The building is listed on the Olympia 
Heritage Register. This is a rectangular two-story, flat-roofed 
building. The top facade has been clad in stucco with a band of 
multi-paned clerestory windows above the storefront. The wide 
plate glass storefront has an offset, recessed entry door and a 
flat metal canopy with rounded corners which is lit on the fascia 
with a neon design. The storefront is clad with maroon tile which 
extends up the sides of the building. 

Boardman Building
Tenant: Schwarz’s 

120 4th Ave E
Architects: Joseph Wohleb; Blackwell & Baker;  
Builder: O’Brien, McCaughey & Lemekey, 1925
The Boardman Building is a good example of an early 20th 
century commercial structure. It replaced an earlier structure at 
the site and was built for E. W. Boardman by Dawley Brothers, 
contractors who built many downtown buildings. Over the years, 
the building has served a variety of tenants including billiard 
parlor, several restaurants, bars and card rooms, a cigar store, 
Woolworth’s, Buster Brown shoes, a clothing store, a drug store 
and a barber shop. 

While the storefronts have been replaced several times, a look 
above the fixed awning reveals sets of original transom windows 
which allowed light into retail spaces and a rich design of deco-
rative patterns which gives texture to the simple facade.
 

State Theater 
204 4th Ave E 

Architect: Robert Wohleb; Builder: A.G. Homann 
Construction, 1949
The State Theater has been converted from a cinema to a 
performing arts venue. Designated as a contributing structure to 
the Olympia Downtown Historic District, the State is now home 
to Harlequin Productions. One of the notable features of this the-
ater is the aluminum, streamlined, detached ticket booth which 
sits in the recessed entryway. The foundation and wall structure 
are poured concrete with concrete embossed details. A flat-on-
hip roof caps the single-story, rectangular structure. A projecting 
triangular marquee sits over the recessed entry. The entry facade 
has been modified with travertine tiles and a marble base. A 
bank of glass doors separates the outside from the wide lobby. 
To one side of the central concessions stand is a sunken lounge 
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space with restrooms. As part of the conversion of this theater 
from a cinema to a performing arts venue, a new thrust stage 
has been built in front and obscures the movie screen. Balcony 
seating has been removed in order to make room for prop and 
technical space. There is a small fly loft.

Rockway-Leland Building
Tenant: Mixx96 FM 

119 NE Washington St 
Architect: Joseph Wohleb, 1941
This two-story concrete structure was built in the Art Moderne 
style. The facade of an older 1927 building just to the north was 
remodeled to resemble the new structure. In 1928, O. R. Rock-
way of Seattle started the Rockway Mill Wood Company, a busi-
ness that disposed of slab wood, hog fuel and other waste wood 
from area mills. The building was also home to KGY radio whose 
studios were located on the second floor. Features included 
specially designed, acoustically perfect studios and a 150-foot 
tall tower on the roof. The roof also had an air raid siren which 
notified Olympians of the attack on Pearl Harbor. The building’s 
flat roof is bordered by a flat parapet; walls are ornamented by 
a projecting belt course below the second-story windows, and a 
tiered band above them topped by two parallel grooved bands 
below the parapet. Centered on the front (east) facade, the 
main entry has two glass doors with Moderne-style metal handles 
and glass block sidelights, separated by a rounded protrusion 
with letters reading ROCKWAY-LELAND BUILDING - 1941. Above 
the doors, a flat-roofed metal canopy with rounded corners is 
topped by vertical bands rising to the roof line. 

The Daily Olympian Building
120 North Capitol Way

Architect: Joseph Wohleb, 1930
Built at the end of downtown’s major construction periods, 
the Old Olympian illustrates Wohleb’s signature Mission Revival 
features. The Olympian operated from this building for over 40 
years. As the only daily in the state capital, the paper served 
as an important link in the dissemination of state legislative and 
governmental news. The publishing plant moved from this site in 
the early 1970’s. The roof is bordered by gabled sections parallel 
to the front (west) and north facades, covered with Spanish tile. 
The stucco walls have a band of blue glazed tile at the base; 
upper walls are ornamented with tile plaques and the gables 
have round louvered vents. The front facade has a long row of 
storefront bays containing plate glass display windows and entry 
doors (some of which are late replacements), topped by a flat 
metal canopy hung from chains.

Seattle First National Bank
Tenant: Bank of America 

210 5th Ave SW 
Architects: McClelland & Osterman, 1959
This bank building is one of several similar structures built across 
the state by Seattle First National Bank in the 1950s. The design 
was initially developed by Seattle architect John Maloney. The 
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Seattle architectural firm of McClelland & Osterman then adapt-
ed Maloney’s design to conditions in Olympia. The New Formalist 
style building has an exterior of Roman brick, skinnier and longer 
than normal bricks. The building also features a curtain wall of 
multi-pane windows set in a slightly projecting rectangular con-
crete bay window and a curved cast stone entry portal. Inside 
the main entry is a mosaic tile mural depicting the legislative 
building on the Capitol Campus.

SOUTHWEST QUADRANT
Olympia Federal Savings & Loan 
421 Capitol Way S 

Architect: Bennett & Johnson, 1967
Reflecting the postwar growth of the banking industry, Olympia 
Federal Savings & Loan set out in the late 1960s to make a bold 
architectural statement on a prominent lot in downtown Olym-
pia. Designed as a floating glass box inside a metal and brick 
frame, the local architectural firm of Bennett & Johnson rose to 
the occasion, and set a new architectural standard for the city. 
Today the building remains one of the most intact mid-century 
modern buildings in the city. In 1978 Bennett & Johnson designed 
the rear and side additions which enclosed part of the open 
box. The building is also noteworthy for its mahogany carved 
doors which feature a maze of skeleton key shapes inlaid with 
colored glass. It was designed and built by noted Wenatchee 
artist Walter Graham.

American Legion Hall - Olympia
Tenant: Heritage Room & Water Street Cafe

219 Legion Way SW
Architect: Joseph Wohleb, 1921
Olympia’s American Legion Hall is one of the earliest veterans 
social halls in the State, formed in 1919 shortly after the national 
organization was created to serve the needs of veterans. At 
first the local organization met in temporary locations, but soon 
began raising funds for a permanent home. The plan was for an 
auditorium and meeting place, where events could be held to 
attract the whole community, not just members of the Legion. 
Fundraising was slow until other organizations joined in the effort, 
notably the Rotarians and women’s organizations, who mobi-
lized scores of fundraisers to solicit donations from schoolchildren, 
veterans, businesses and social organizations. 

To design the hall the veterans hired local architect Joseph 
Wohleb, who at the time was reaching his peak of his influence 
in downtown Olympia and nearby residential neighborhoods. 
Wohleb designed the two-and-one-half-story brick structure to 
be largely open inside using a system of scissor-like trusses. The 
stucco-clad front (north) facade is highlighted by a grid of dec-
orative bricks around the doors and windows. A grand brick arch 
defines a recessed entry.
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Elks Building 
607-613 Capitol Way S

Architect: Joseph Wohleb, 1919 
This is an imposing, four-story concrete structure with a flat roof. 
The front (east) facade and the front portion of the south wall 
are faced with brick and ornamented extensively with blue and 
white terracotta. The flat parapet has inset diamond-shaped 
and rectangular plaques, and a large central panel inscribed 
BPO ELKS 186. Below the parapet is a prominent cornice with 
vertical projecting elements spanned by incised designs. Below 
the cornice are paired consoles and similar diamond-shaped 
plaques. Two projecting belt courses encircle the third story, with 
inset tiles in geometric patterns between them. Between the 
third and second-story windows are a row of circular plaques. 
Fenestration of the upper floors is paired casements with terra-
cotta sills and multi-paned transoms. The building was renovated 
in 1988-89 to accommodate living units on the top 2 floors. The 
historic-glass pergola was restored over the entry at that time. 
New window openings were cut in the south and west sides of 
the building. The renovation was approved by the National Park 
Service.

Evergreen Plaza 
711 S Capitol Way 

Architect: Chester L. Lindsey, 1972 
The architect of this building specialized in high-rise structures.
Evergreen Plaza has a traditional architectural form, while still
presenting a very modern appearance. Known as a base, shaft
and capital design, the building has three distinct components
reflecting the parts of a column. Here, the base and shaft sec-
tions are joined by vertical piers which stretch to nearly the full 
height of the building. The capital, or top floors of the building, 
project slightly and feature a continuous band of windows. The 
building was constructed as part of a movement in the 1970s 
to create new office space downtown. Over the years, it has 
housed a variety of professional offices.

SOUTHEAST QUADRANT
Capitol National Bank
Tenant: U.S. Bank 

402 South Capitol Way
Architects: Doyle & Merriam, Joseph Wohleb , 1923 
In 1922 Olympia financier C.J. Lord retained the Seattle architec-
tural firm of Doyle & Merriam to design this stately bank building. 
Executed in the Classical Revival style, the building is clad in a 
combination of Wilkeson sandstone and Index granite and pres-
ents a vault-like impression to patrons. Interior alterations in the 
1960s removed many of the decorative details from the inside  
of the building.

The bank is symbolic of Lord’s influence in the banking world. 
His bank served as the state repository for many years and was 
closely allied with the prominent business interests of the city 
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including lumber and oystering. For many years it was the only 
banking institution in the city. In 1928 the bank merged with 
Marine Bancorporation, then later the National Bank of Com-
merce. Lord also served as mayor from 1902-03 and was active 
in many civic interests, lending his financial and moral support to 
a number of projects to keep the capitol in Olympia, including 
the development of hotels and the building a railroad spur into 
the city.

Security Building 
203-205 4th Ave E 

Architect: A.H. Albertson, 1926
The premier office building of downtown Olympia. Built in the 
Sullivanesque style, the structure is located in an area of Olympia 
that was once tidelands, filled during the major fill of Olympia in 
1911. Standing on approximately 300, 60-foot long pilings, the 
structure survived the 1949 earthquake. Faced in polychrome 
terracotta, the structure has a number of ornate motifs, includ-
ing rosettes and pineapples typical of the Sullivanesque mode. 
Extraordinary materials used in the building include Mother-of-
Pearl granite columns at the entry, found only at one quarry in 
British Columbia; Sacra Porta pink marble, imported from Italy at 
the door fronts; as well as mahogany woodwork throughout. The 
interior foyer features Napoleon Gray marble from France and 
Belgian Black from Belgium. Ornate plasterwork on the foyer ceil-
ing repeats the motifs from the exterior. The building was devel-
oped by E. M. Chandler, noted local civil engineer and boasted 
only the most prestigious of tenants. For many years the elevator 
in the building had an attendant. The architect designed many 
prestigious buildings in Seattle including the White-Henry-Stewart 
Building, the Northern Life Tower, the Cornish School and a num-
ber of churches. The structure was name for the Security Bank 
once located on the ground floor level.

Cunningham’s
Tenant: Olympia Olive Oil Company 

321 4TH AVE E 
1925 / 1952
This single-story building has a commercial form with Art Deco 
style. The footprint is rectangular and was built for commercial 
use. Only the north facade is exposed; the side and rear facades 
are obscured by surrounding buildings. The north facade is clad 
with vitrolite tiles. The front parapet hides the roof form from 
street view. There is one, central storefront. The original plan and 
cladding appear to be intact. The original storefront has been 
moderately to extensively altered.

Olympia National Bank
422 Capitol Way S 

Architects: Beezer Brothers; Joseph Wohleb, 1914
One of the most ornate and classically designed of the down-
town buildings, this structure was built to reflect the most up-to-
date banking procedure. To quote a local newspaper, “One 
cannot gaze upon the solid, artistic white tile without a feeling 
that here is beauty, strength and progressiveness.” The building is 
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a classic, in terms of exterior appearance and interior finish and 
arrangement. The structure was built to be entirely fireproof and 
features a Wilkeson sandstone foundation. It originally had a bal-
ustrade topping the building which has been removed. Restored 
inside and out in 1977, the building typifies the Bank as Temple 
concept in American life. Built in the Neo-Classical style, its front 
(west) and south walls are faced with elaborated cream-colored 
terracotta cladding. The roof is bordered by an imposing cornice 
with modillions and dentils, below which is an unadorned frieze. 
The facade’s massive fluted pilasters have Corinthian capitals 
spanned by a lower frieze panel with cartouches.

Martin Building 
113-119 5th Ave SE

Architect: Joseph Wohleb, 1920
Built for James Martin, the Martin Building has housed some of 
Olympia’s most renowned businesses. The structure features 
Joseph Wohleb’s familiar uses of tile, this time inset into Chehalis 
brick. The building was home to the Thurston County Abstract 
Company, owned by Fred Stocking and other early business-
men. Also located here was the M. M. Morris ladies’ apparel 
store, the premier shop in the city at one time. The building 
has always had apartments on the second floor. The building 
originally had an ornate parapet which crumbled during the 
1949 earthquake and was removed. The building was head-
quarters for the Minutewomen during World War I. The building 
is a square, two-story brick masonry structure with a flat roof. The 
walls of the east and north facades are topped by a molded 
metal cornice. The frieze and walls below are ornamented with 
geometric designs of inset tile, and below the second story win-
dows is a wide stone belt course. Upper story windows are dou-
ble-hung sash with multi-paned upper lights in groups of three. 
The ground floor has modern storefronts with plate glass windows 
and recessed entries. Some have kickplates of pigmented struc-
tural glass windows and recessed entries. At the northeast corner 
is a diagonal recessed entry. Centered on the east facade is a 
recessed entryway with a brick and tile-paved floor, leading to 
the entry door for the upper apartments. The door has leaded 
glass sidelights and a fanlight transom. The storefronts have multi-
paned transom windows, some of which have smoked replace-
ment glass. A flat metal canopy extends around the north and 
part of the east side of the building. 

Capitol Theater 
202-206 5th Ave SE

Architects: George B. Purvis, Joseph Wohleb, 1924
Built at the close of the vaudeville era in 1924, the Capitol The-
ater not only featured motion pictures but had accomodations 
for live stage productions as well. The building was developed by 
the Zabel family who had built a succession of the theaters in the 
community dating back to 1909. The Capitol was their crowning 
achievement and its facade included ornate terracotta decora-
tions, stained glass windows (depicting each of the five muses), 
and marble flooring. Anticipating some of today’s theater design 
features, Zabel installed special seating for parents of small chil-
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dren, assisted- hearing devices, and even an extra-wide seat to 
accommodate a larger patron.

To design the theater they hired local architect Joseph Wohleb. 
At street level, the original cladding has been covered with 
twelve- by-twelve inch tiles. After an extensive fire in 1937, the 
interior was remodeled into the Streamline Moderne style. 
Staircases on either side of the lobby lead to the balcony seats, 
office, and projection room. The auditorium has a full stage, a 
proscenium arch, a small fly loft, and an orchestra pit covered 
by a stage extension.

Capital Savings and Loan Association 
425 Franklin St SE 

Architect: Sibold and Nesland, 1963
This building was inspired by the 1963 World’s Fair in Seattle. Its 
unusual appearance sets the building apart from other structures 
in the city. The building was designed by the architectural firm 
of Sibold & Nesland who had offices in Olympia and Seattle. The 
contractor for the building, Andy Johnson, built many structures 
in the city during the 1950s and 1960s. The building originally 
had a water feature right inside the entryway. The building is an 
example of the Modern – Neo-Expressionism style. The footprint is 
irregular. The poured concrete foundation supports the rein-
forced concrete structural system. Exterior walls are clad with 
stucco, a metal screen, and stone. A parabolic roof form caps 
the building. The original plan and cladding are intact.

Walker Building
Tenant: Little General 

500 Capitol Way S. 
Architect: Joseph Wohleb, 1917 
The Walker Building typifies the type of Olympia commercial 
building being built during the early part of the century. This one 
was designed by Joseph Wohleb for J. E. Walker a local accoun-
tant and business associate of Wohleb. During renovation, the 
building’s exterior features were retained except for the change 
in the storefront windows from the original plate to segmented, 
tinted glass. Like today, when it was built it had retail tenants on 
the first floor and professional offices on the second. 

The building is an elongated, two-story stucco structure with a 
flat roof bordered by a flat parapet. It has two bays on the front 
(west) facade and five on the north, separated by engaged 
pilasters topped by a prominent molded cornice. The corner 
pilasters rise above the parapet line. The bays are ornament-
ed with recessed rectangular panels above the second-story 
windows, and a continuous projecting belt course and recessed 
panels between doors.
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North Coast Lines Depot
Tenant: Grayhound  

107 7th Ave SE
Architects: Lyle P. Bartholomew, Victor W. Voorhees, 
1937 / 1960
Built for the North Coast Lines in ca. 1937, the depot retains most 
of its Art Moderne features. The depot was part of the service 
started September 10, 1937 via the new Highway 99 between 
Olympia and points north. The name was changed to the North 
Coast Greyhound Lines in 1949 and in 1950 to The Greyhound 
Lines. The one-story Art Moderne style structure has a narrow 
section to the west containing the waiting room, lunch counter, 
ticket office and freight room, and a wide covered loading area 
to the east. The flat roof is surrounded by a stepped parapet. The 
parapet and walls are ornamented with panes of vertical fluted 
concrete, and indented parallel lines, both typical Art Moderne 
motifs. The front (north) facade of the waiting room has a plate 
glass storefront with double entry doors, topped by a stream-
lined flat metal canopy with rounded corners and multi-paned 
transom. 

Thurston County Courthouse /  
Washington State Capitol Building

Tenant: Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
600 Block Washington Street
Architect: Willis A. Ritchie, 1891/1905 
The Old Capitol Building, located northeast of the Capitol 
campus, occupies an entire city block and fronts Sylvester Park 
to the west. The building’s rusticated facades, broad arches, 
and towers set it apart from the later Capitol group, and firmly 
place it within the Richardsonian Romanesque architectural 
style. Ritchie designed both the original portion of the building 
and the 1905 addition. Character-defining spaces and features 
include rusticated sandstone cladding, arched entries, round 
towers with conical roofs, hipped roof with gable dormers. 
The building consists of two principal components—the main 
portion, completed in 1892, which functioned as the Thurston 
County Courthouse; and the East Annex, completed in 1905, 
which more than doubled the building size and provided state 
legislative and executive space. The East Annex consists of two 
main sections—a principal rectangular volume with offices and 
a connecting wing linking the East Annex with the main portion. 
The two-and-a-half story building, with full daylight basement, 
is clad in rusticated Chuckanut sandstone from the Whatcom 
Quarry in Bellingham. A water table of smooth sandstone wraps 
the building and visually separates the basement level from the 
first story. A narrow, smooth sandstone beltcourse further divides 
the first and second stories. A cornice, punctuated by dentils, 
caps the second story and separates the rusticated wall surfaces 
from the smooth copper of the building’s hipped roof.
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Olympia Carnegie Library 
620 Franklin St SE 

Architects: Josheph Wohleb, Blackwell & Baker, 1914 
A Carnegie grant of $25, 000 enabled the city to construct 
this building in 1914. After many years of service, an addition 
was built in 1960, and the basement became the main public 
area. Even with the addition, however, space was inadequate. 
A bond issue was approved by the voters, and a new facility 
opened nearby in 1978. The site is on the National and Olympia 
Historic Registers. The building is a square with one corner re-
moved for a formal entry hall. The exterior finish is mostly buff-col-
ored brick, but there is extensive decorative use of buff-colored 
terracotta and red brick. Most of the windows are aluminum 
sash, although a few of the originals remain and an attempt has 
been made to restore the original appearance of the others 
with wooden grills intended to simulate the original muntins. A 
formal stairway rises to an inside landing leading to both the 
public area on the second level and to the daylight basement. 
Two lamp standards, each with three globes, stand as sentinels 
flanking the formal entry. Inside, the original interior space has 
been preserved.   

The defining features of this property include angled main en-
trance with wood, French doors and arched transom, terracotta 
elements, including main entrance surround with engaged 
Doric columns and architrave, Neoclassical details at cornice, 
windows, and entrance, brick veneer, and wood casement win-
dows featuring transoms with muntins arranged in an ’X’.

Research derived chiefly from WISAARD (Washington Information 
System for Architectural and Archaeological Records Data), 
Michael Houser, State Architectural Historian of the Washington 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, and the 
’Reconnaissance-level Architectural History Survey of Downtown 
Olympia’ prepared for the City of Olympia by Artifacts Con-
sulting, Inc., Tacoma, WA. Photographs may not reflect original 
construction.
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For more information, visit DowntownOlympia.org. To get involved, email info@DowntownOlympia.org.

The Olympia Downtown Alliance applauds Olympians for People-Oriented Places’ purpose  

of making Olympia a vibrant, well-planned City. The Alliance supports these efforts  

through advocacy, clean and safe programming, marketing and special events.



GET YOUR FILM FIX

206 5th Ave SE, Olympia WA
olympiafilmsociety.org

Movies, concerts, and a
dash of

at the 
Historic
Capitol Theater!


